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Title of Bill: HB 2457, HD2  RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC.

Purpose of Bill: Beginning 1/1/2021:  bans the sale of flavored tobacco products; 
prohibits mislabeling of e-liquid products containing nicotine; and 
establishes fines and penalties for violations.  Requires the Department 
of Education to establish a safe harbor program by which persons 
under 21 years of age may dispose of electronic smoking devices in 
their possession.  Requires public school teachers and educators to 
confiscate electronic smoking devices.  Increases fines for the purchase 
or possession of tobacco products and electronic smoking devices by 
persons under 21 years of age.  Authorizes a court to impose, as a 
penalty on a person 18-21 years of age who is convicted of possession 
of a tobacco product or electronic smoking device, the requirement to 
complete a tobacco education program, complete a tobacco use 
cessation program, or perform community service instead of paying a 
fine.  Effective 7/1/2050.  (HD1)

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) appreciates the intent and offers comments on HB 2457, 
HD2.

There is a zero-tolerance for tobacco products and electronic smoking devices (ESDs) on the 
Department’s campuses, transportation, and/or during Department school-sponsored activities.  

The  Department is working in partnership with the Hawaii Department of Health (DOH) to educate youth 
to make positive health decisions.  To raise awareness about the risks and dangers of tobacco products 
and ESDs, the Department’s efforts focus on the following: 

Providing health education to develop students’ skills that support healthy behaviors;�z
Collaborating with DOH on the collection of Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) data on Hawaii’s �z
youth and their usage of tobacco and ESDs;
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Promoting public awareness through parent letters and flyers of Section 712-1258, HRS, which �z
makes it unlawful for anyone under the age of 21 years of age to be sold, purchase, use, or possess 
tobacco products and ESDs; and
Monitoring students for compliance or violations of Title 8, Chapter 19, Hawaii Administrative Rules �z
(HAR) Student Misconduct, Discipline, School Searches, and Seizures, Reporting Offenses, Police 
Interviews, and Arrests, and Restitution for Vandalism, Complaint Procedure and Investigation of 
Discrimination, Harassment, (Including Sexual Harassment), Bullying and/or Retaliation, as it relates 
to the use of tobacco products and ESDs. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on HB 2457, HD2.

The Hawai‘i State Department of Education is committed to delivering on our promises to 
students, providing an equitable, excellent, and innovative learning environment in every school 
to engage and elevate our communities. This is achieved through targeted work around three 
impact strategies: school design, student voice, and teacher collaboration. Detailed information 
is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.
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HB2457 HD2 Ban the Sale of Flavored Tobacco 
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH:  

¥ Sen. Rosalyn Baker, Chair; Sen. Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION; 

¥ Sen. Michelle Kidani, Chair; Sen. Donna Mercado Kim, Vice Chair 
¥ Wednesday, Mar.. 11, 2020: 9:00 pm 
¥ Conference Room 229 

Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition Supports HB2457 HD2:  
ALOHA CHAIR, VICE CHAIR AND DISTINGUISHED COMMITTEE MEMBERS. My name is Alan Johnson. I am 
the current chair of the Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition (HSAC), a statewide organization of over 30 non-profit 
alcohol and drug treatment and prevention agencies.  

Flavored tobacco targets youth and 95% of smokers start before legal age for smoking: 

¥ Given the historic rise in e-cigarettes by youth, banning the sale of flavored and menthol 
tobacco products can help to reduce the danger to children from vaping, which is a 
growing major public health concern.  

¥ In 2019, the prevalence of self-reported current e-cigarette use was high among US high 
school and middle school students. A cross-sectional survey conducted in 2019 that 
included 19,018 participants, the prevalence of self-reported current e-cigarette use was 
27.5% among high school students and 10.5% among middle school students with many 
current e-cigarette users reporting frequent use and most of the exclusive e-cigarette users 
reporting use of flavored e-cigarettes.  November 5, 2019; e-Cigarette Use Among Youth in the United States, 2019 
Karen A. Cullen, PhD1; Andrea S. Gentzke, PhD2; Michael D. Sawdey, PhD1; et al; https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-
abstract/2755265  

¥ When Congress banned flavored cigarettes in 2009, there was a correlating reduction in 
overall tobacco product use by youth of 6.1 percent. Family Smoking Prevention and 
Tobacco Control Act, passed by the United States Congress in October 2009 bans 
cigarettes with flavors other than menthol or tobacco. Courtemanche, Charles J.; Palmer, Makayla K.; 
Pesko, Michael F. (1 May 2017). "Influence of the Flavored Cigarette Ban on Adolescent Tobacco Use". American Journal of 
Preventive Medicine. 52 (5): Ð139Ðe146. doi:10.1016/j.amepre.2016.11.019. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony and are available for questions.
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Date: March 9, 2020 

To:  Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 
Members of the Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 
Committee 

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Vice Chair 
Members of the Education Committee 

Re: Strong Support HB 2457, HD2, Relating to the Youth Vaping 
Epidemic 

Hrg:  March 11, 2020 at 9:00 am at Conference Room 229 
 

 
The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi, a program of the HawaiÔi 
Public Health Institute i is in Strong Support of HB 2457, HD2, which 
would end the sale of all flavored tobacco products in the state and 
prohibit mislabeling of e-liquid products containing nicotine.  
 
This measure helps to protect our keiki from a lifetime of addiction.  
HawaiÔi is experiencing a vaping epidemic among our young people. The 
State Legislature has worked hard to protect our residents from the 
harms caused by tobacco use, but the rapid growth of e-cigarette use is 
alarming. With 42% of all high school students and 27% of middle 
schoolers reporting ever having used an Òelectronic vaping productÓ in 
2017, we have an urgent need to act. More troubling is that because of 
the historic declines in smoking, big tobacco has decided to focus on 
candy flavors and nicotine delivery solutions. Tobacco giant Altria, maker 
of Marlboro, invested $13 billion in the popular vaping company Juul, 
which has 76% of the e-cigarette market share and is worth $38 billion . 
 
With 81% of youth start ing with a flavored productii, regulating the 
flavors designed to capture and addict new customers prioritizes the 
health and safety of our community over tobaccoÕs special interests.  

 
Help us protect our keiki and vulnerable groups from deceptive 
marketi ng practices by the industry.  
The industry claims that theyÕre not targeting kids, but their actions tell 
a different story. With over 15,500 e-cigarette flavors and growing, 
these products are not being responsibly marketed. The industry selects 
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colorful  packaging and ads that appeal to taste and pop culture. In addition, it was recently 
discovered that Juul placed banner ads on NickelodeonÕs website nickjr.com and the Cartoon 
NetworkÕs website cartoonnetwork.com.iii Tobacco companies have a long history of using 
 these same tactics to entice new and younger users and make them repeat customers. 
Addiction is the opposite of freedom. WeÕre fighting to keep our kids free from the deadly 
addiction to these products. The health of HawaiiÕs keiki must be protected from the 
predatory marketing of tobacco companies. 
 
HawaiÔi voters support ending the sale of flavored tobacco in HawaiÔi. 
In a polliv conducted by Ward Research Inc. for the Coalition in November 2019, 77% of 
registered HawaiÔi voters were in support of prohibiting flavored tobacco products, including 
e-cigarettes, and 70% support including menthol. 
 
E-cigarettes are not FDA-approved to bacco cessation products.  
We have yet to see any scientific evidence, beyond anecdotal data, that e-cigarettes have 
helped smokers to quit completely from tobacco use. The concern is that with the aggressive 
and deceptive marketing of these products, we are seeing other consequences: 1) people who 
have never smoked are using e-cigarettes, 2) children are picking them up as a path to 
smoking, and 3) smokers are using them to perpetuate their habit instead of to completely 
quit.  A study has shown that for every one adult that quits smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 
youth and young adults who would not have considered smoking, will become cigarette 
smokers, starting with e-cigarettesv. This is not a trade-off we can accept. We need to take 
action and regulate electronic smoking devices for our kids. 
 
The Coalition appreciates alternatives that focus on education and community service. 
Although youth penalties are included in this bill, the Coalition appreciates that alternatives 
are also included: community service and prevention education. Possession of tobacco 
products by underage persons (ÒPUPÓ) unfairly punish and stigmatize children, who become 
addicted at such a young age as a result of the tobacco industryÕs aggressive marketing to kids. 
PUP laws are a known tobacco industry tacticvi that shift the blame away from the industryÕs 
irresponsible marketing and retailersÕ violations of our Tobacco 21 law. Further, PUP laws are 
not effective on reducing underage tobacco use and divert policy attent ion from effective 
tobacco control strategies and reinforce the tobacco industryÕs position that parents or 
guardians are responsible for restricting minorsÕ access to tobacco. 
 
The Coalition defers to the State Department of Education and State Department of Health 
on the manner of disposal and current confiscation policies. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention outlines a number of proven strategies to 
prevent youth tobacco use, including: regulating tobacco products; decreased access to 
tobacco products; increased price of tobacco products; tobacco prevention policies and 
programs in schools; and increased enforcement of restrictions on tobacco sales to minors. 
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Prohibiting the  sale of flavored tobacco products can help to keep kids from ever starting to 
smoke cigarettes or e-cigarettes, and can encourage those addicted to these products, to quit. 
We appreciate HawaiiÕs leadership in tobacco control and the legislatureÕs actions to protect 
our young people from a deadly addiction. We respectfully urge the committee to pass HB  
2457, HD2. 
 
Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director  

!

!!The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi (Coalition) is a program of the HawaiÔi Public Health Institute (HIPHI) that is 
dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, policy, and advocacy.  With more than two decades of history in 
HawaiÔi, the Coalition has led several campaigns on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state in 
the nation to prohibit the sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers under 21 years of age. 
 
The HawaiÔi Public Health Institute is a hub for building healthy communities, providing issue-based advocacy, 
education, and technical assistance through partnerships with government, academia, foundations, business, and 
community-based organizations. 
!
!!!Ambrose BK, Day HR, Rostron B, et al. Flavored Tobacco Product Use Among US Youth Aged 12-17 Years, 2013-2014. 
JAMA. 2015;314(17):1871Ð1873. doi:10.1001/jama.2015.13802  
!
!!! https://www.mass.gov/doc/juul -complaint/download !
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!"!This study by Ward Research, Inc. summarizes findings from a phone survey among n=807 Hawaii registered voters 
(maximum sampling error +/-3.3%), conducted between November 7 Ð December 4, 2019. 
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HAWAII YOUTH SERVICES NETWORK 
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Phone: (808) 489-9549  
Web site:  http://www.hysn.org     E-mail: info@hysn.org 

 
 
 
 
Rick Collins, President 
 
Judith F. Clark, Executive  
Director   

 
 

Bay Clinic 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of  
 Hawaii 
Big Island Substance Abuse 
           Council 
Bobby Benson Center 
Child and Family Service 
Coalition for a Drug Free Hawaii  
Collins Consulting, LLC 
Domestic Violence Action Center 
EPIC, Inc. 
Family Programs Hawaii 
Family Support Hawaii 
Friends of the Children of  
     West Hawaii 
Hale Kipa, Inc. 
Hale 'Opio Kauai, Inc. 
Hawaii Children’s Action 
     Network 
Hawaii Health & Harm  
Reduction Center 
Hawaii Student Television 
Ho`ola Na Pua 
Kahi Mohala 
Kokua Kalihi Valley 
Kokua Ohana Aloha (KOA) 
Maui Youth and Family Services 
Na Pu`uwai Molokai Native 
     Hawaiian Health Care  
     Systems 
P.A.R.E.N.T.S., Inc. 
Parents and Children Together 
     (PACT) 
PHOCUSED  
PFLAG – Kona Big Island 
Planned Parenthood of the 
     Great Northwest and 
     Hawaiian Islands 
Residential Youth Services 
     & Empowerment (RYSE) 
Salvation Army Family  
     Intervention Services 
Sex Abuse Treatment Center 
Susannah Wesley Community 
     Center 
The Catalyst Group 

 
 

 
March 9, 2020 
 
 
 
To:   Senator Roslyn Baker, Chair 
 And members of the Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection 

and Health 
 
Senator Michelle Kidani, Chair 
And members of the Committee on Education 

 
Testimony in Support of HB 2457 HD 2 Relating to the Youth Vaping 

Epidemic 
 

Hawaii Youth Services Network, a statewide coalition of youth-serving 
organizations, supports HB 2457 HD 2 Relating to the Youth Vaping 
Epidemic. 
 
Elimination of flavored tobacco products across the state of Hawai’i will 
prevent addiction, reduce continued use of tobacco products throughout 
one’s lifespan, and prevent chronic health conditions such as COPD and 
cardiovascular disease. 
 
It is important to ban flavored tobacco products as today’s marketing targets 
and encourages youth to take part in this unhealthy behavior. Hawaii has the 
fifth highest amount of vaping in the United States. E-cigarettes continue to 
grow in popularity leading to a potential health epidemic. With up to 15,500 
flavors, e-cigarettes are of particular interest and attraction to Hawai’i’s 
youth. Along with the enticing flavors and packaging, youth perceive e-
cigarettes to be less harmful than other nicotine filled tobacco products. 
Students have shared that vaping is a popular activity that occurs both inside 
and outside of the academic setting. Youth have the ability to access 
flavorless tobacco through social media accounts, vape stores without 
regulation of the 21-year-old age law, and online orders with their parent’s 
credit cards.  
 
Youth do not understand the dangers of this harmful product. E-cigarettes 
contain toxic chemicals These ingredients result in chronic health 
consequences including lung cancer, addiction, central nervous system 
damage, and delay of proper adolescent brain development.  
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Comments:  

There should be a controlled law for underage, making sure actions are still be taken 
but also not taking it away from people of age, who some need it and helps them from a 
few months to a couple of years from not going back to cigarettes, which is way worse 
for a person and there body.  
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Jamil Folio!
The Man Cave!
1993 S. Kihei Rd Suite 18!
Kihei, Hawaii 96733!

To our Distinguished Legislators:!

My name is Jamil Folio, I am the Administrative Manager for ÒThe Man CaveÓ retail business in 
Kihei, Hawaii. I am a property owner, father of young children, concerned citizen and a small 
business advocate who is proud to call Maui my home. !

I am writing in STRONG support  of banning ßavored tobacco products. We sell tobacco 
products in our store , and understand the trepidation of other business owners/operators 
concerning potential lost revenue. BUT, we cannot jeopardize the health of our youth and our 
community by focusing on short term proÞt.!

An alarming number of Maui County high school students, over 30%, are currently using e-
cigarettes, while less than 5% of adults in HawaiÕi are current users. These products are 
proving to be dangerous in themselves. A good portion of them will go on to use combustible 
tobacco products, which are the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the United 
States. Children are 10 times more likely to start smoking having had exposure to vaping or e-
cigarettes in the past.!

21,000 children under the age of 18 currently living in Hawaii will die prematurely from 
smoking.  !

If you could please read the previous sentence one more time. Then consider the Þnancial cost 
associated with long term cancer and end of life care.  Any lost short term revenue from 
banning the sales of ßavored tobacco products is a minor rounding error in the long term costs  
associated with cancer for tens of thousands of HawaiiÕs citizens.!

We are not talking about the rights adults have to make informed discussions. We are talking 
about middle school children being hooked on bubble gum, cotton candy, and Pipeline POG 
ßavored addiction. And that is what is being sold: addiction. This is a tried and true campaign 
of inßuence from tobacco companies who have been marketing to children for decades (as 
proven in their own internal documents multiple times). !

In fact, the same documents show that tobacco companies have targeted minority groups like 
African Americans and Native Hawaiians even more so than other groups, which is evidenced 
by the fact that over 40% of Maui County Native Hawaiian high school students are using e-
cigarettes. If our solution is to arrest and Þne kids for being caught with these products, then 
more Native Hawaiian kids are going to end up criminalized for their addiction than other kids. 
This is a social justice issue that canÕt be ignored. DonÕt hold kids responsible for the industryÕs 
insidious manipulation. Hold the industry accountable, as they should be. !

I also ask that you be sure to include menthol in order for this to be a comprehensive ban on 
ßavored tobacco products. Menthol masks harshness, making it easier to start and harder to 
quit. Mint and menthol have historically been used to target youth and minority populations for 
the industryÕs proÞt. In fact, 78 percent of Native Hawaiian smokers smoke menthol cigarettes. 
This is a social justice issue that needs to be addressed here in Hawaii. " !



For every potential sale that would be lost, a life might be saved. So please represent your 
constituents, our community, and our island ohana by doing the right thing.  No child or adult 
needs candy ßavored cancer causing products. !

Thank you for your time.!

Jamil Folio
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Ph: (808) 446-2032 
Fax: (833) 565-3144 

PediatricTherapiesHawaii@gmail.com!
PediatricTherapiesHawaii.com 

To: Hawaii State Legislature 

Regarding: Flavor Tabacco Ban 

Position: Strong Support 

I am writing to express my strong support for a ban on all flavored tobacco products, including menthol.  I feel 

this is an important measure that needs to be taken by our community leaders to protect our keiki and their 

health.  As we all know, tobacco is highly addictive and detrimental to peopleÕs health and the flavors are what 

gets kids hooked in the first place.  Since Hawaii has one of the highest middle and high school vaping rates in 

the country, it seems obvious that immediate action needs to be taken to address this epidemic. A study found 

that e-cigarette use is a strong risk factor for eventual cigarette smoking so preventing kids from starting 

vaping should be the focus for addressing this issue.  Big tobacco argues that vaping helps adults quit smoking 

but the truth is, that for every adult that quits smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 young people will become future 

smokers, which is an unacceptable trade off. 

Banning flavor tobacco products would do so much to help keep our youth healthy. ItÕs no coincidence that the 

rise in youth e-cigarette use has coincided with an explosion of sweet e-liquid flavors used to hook kids. With 

more than 15,500 flavors, these products are being irresponsibly marketed.  Who is the industry really 

targeting with flavors like Unicorn Milk, Sour Straws, or Strawberry Watermelon Bubblegum? Flavors are 

designed to appeal to kids, while nicotine gets them hooked for life. 81% of youth who ever used tobacco 

products started with a flavored product and 97% of youth who vape say they use a flavored product. 

Please do the right thing and help protect our keiki from Big Tobacco.  Protect them from getting starting using 

tobacco products and protect them from all the health risks that come with it.  It is our job as adults, parents, 

business owners, law makers, and community leaders to do something about this issue because we can and it is 

our obligation to our youth. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Amy Peterson 

Executive Director/Physical Therapist 

Pediatric Therapy Hawaii





mailto:bella@shaktea.com


https://flavorshookkidshi.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=01638264aea7694c75639ee88&id=9e504544dd&e=633252b021








young people that they have targeted with their deadly and highly addictive product. 
Comprehensive tobacco retailer licensing policies place responsibility on retailers rather 
than young consumers. With appropriate funding and enforcement, these retailer 
licensing policies have proven more effective in reducing youth initiation of tobacco and 
nicotine. 

On behalf of the keiki and young people of Hawaii, I urge you to support this bill. 

Mahalo for your consideration and support of this important measure. 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

February 23, 2020 
 
SENATE COMMITTEES ON  
COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION AND HEALTH, AND EDUCATION 
 

STRONG SUPPORT FOR HB 2457 HD-2  
RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC  

 
Aloha Senators, 
 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park committee would like to register our strong support for 
prohibiting the use of flavors, including menthol, in ALL tobacco products (including e-cigarettes) as 
set forth in HB 2457 HD-2. This issue is simpleÑ we need to protect our keiki. The scientific 
evidence is clear, flavored tobacco products have the greatest appeal to youth and we must end the 
sale of these products. 
 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park collaborated with appointed and elected officials to 
designate portions of Lydgate Beach Park as the County of KauaiÕs first tobacco-free park, and we 
believe in advancing the health and wellness of our youth by protecting them from becoming tobacco 
product addicts.  
 
Electronic smoking productsÑ especially but not limited to flavored vaping compoundsÑ  are 
pernicious devices clearly profiting the tobacco industry by addicting children to nicotine. The 
detrimental long-term public health effects of nicotine addiction is established science. Hawai!i has 
among the highest rates of middle school and high school e-cigarette use in the nation; the U.S. 
Surgeon General has declared vaping a youth epidemic. This is extremely concerning. Teens are 
particularly vulnerable to nicotine, which permanently impacts the developing brain.  
 
ItÕs no coincidence that the rise in youth e-cigarette use has coincided with an explosion of sweet e-
liquid flavors used to hook kids. Tobacco companies are making and marketing deadly and addictive 
products right here in HawaiÔi that look and taste like our favorite childhood flavors (Hawaiian POG, 
Ono Orange Cream, Hawaiian Sweet Rolls, and Halawa Guava). 
 
Please fulfill your allegiance to the people of Hawaii and advance House Bill  2457 HD-2. It is your 
responsibility to protect our youthsÕ health and wellness, not to assure the tobacco industryÕs and 
tobacco retailersÕ profits at the expense of assured life-long health degradation and quality-of-life 
impairments. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Tommy A. Noyes, General Coordinator 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park 
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We also take no position on the provisions to require public school teachers to 
confiscate electronic smoking devices in section 3 of the bill.  We would defer to the 
Department of Education for implementation of this requirement for teachers. 
 
While we support provisions to restrict the sale of flavored tobacco products, we do 
have concerns over the potential to increase fines for violations of possession of a 
tobacco product by persons under the age of 21 in section 5 of the measure.  While 
these undetermined penalties are discretionary and other options in lieu of the fine 
currently exist in the measure, we are wary of the fine increases that affect youth who 
may be addicted to these products.  We would support any effort to remove or reduce 
all monetary fines for under-age use and possession for these reasons. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important matter. 
 
 
 
 



Date: March 11, 2020 

To: The Honorable Roslyn H. Baker, Chair 
 The Honorable Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 
 Members of the Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 
 
 The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
 The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim, Vice Chair 
 Members of the Committee on Education 
 

From: Members of the University of Hawaii Student Health Advisory Council 

Re: Support for HB2457, Relating to the Youth Vaping Epidemic 

Hearing:Wednesday, March 11 at 9:00am at Capitol Room 229 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in SUPPORT of HB2457, which would 
prohibit the sale and distribution of flavored tobacco products.  

The Student Health Advisory Council has played a pivotal role in the development and 
implementation of health policies and tobacco education on the UH System campuses. We 
remain deeply committed to the mission of reducing the use of all tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices, among adolescents and young adults. 

With products like Juul and other popular electronic smoking devices, it is increasingly clear that 
these products are addicting a whole generation of youth to a harmful product. The Surgeon 
General has gone so far as to declare youth e-cigarette use an epidemic, and states that there is an 
urgent need to protect young people from a lifetime of nicotine addiction and associated health 
risks. 

Electronic cigarettes are now the most commonly used form of tobacco among young people in 
the United States, surpassing conventional tobacco products, including cigarettes, cigars, 
chewing tobacco, and hookahs. The sale of candy-like flavored tobacco products entices young 
people to start using these harmful products which can lead to addiction and cause damage to the 
developing brain.  Flav�R�U�H�G���W�R�E�D�F�F�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���D�O�V�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�¶���U�L�V�N���I�R�U���G�X�D�O���X�V�H���R�I���Y�D�S�H��
products and combustible cigarettes.   
 
The banning of flavored tobacco products as well as providing tobacco education and cessation 
programs without monetary penalties for youth, is imperative if we are committed to protecting 
the health and well-being of our communities. Therefore, we urge you to support this measure 
and prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products in the State of Hawaii.  
 
Mahalo, 

Student Health Advisory Council 



HB-2457-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/9/2020 11:32:56 AM 
Testimony for CPH on 3/11/2020 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Loren 
Testifying for West 
Hawaii Community 

Health Center 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Restricting the sale of of youth-friendly flavors that appeal to young school is necessary 
to protect them from a lifetime of nicotine addiction.  
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SENATE  COMMITTEE ON 
COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION & HEALTH  and  

THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION  
 
RE: HB 2457, HD2  - RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC  
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH  11, 2020 
 
COREY ROSENLEE, PRESIDENT  
HAWAII STATE  TEACHERS ASSOCIATION  

 
Chair Baker, Chair Kidani,  and Members of the Committee s:  
 
The Hawaii State Teachers Association support s HB 2457 HD2, with 
amendments . 
 
We strongly support  the parts of this bill  banning the sale of flavored 
tobacco products. Flavored tobacco products are strongly correlated to 
usage among youth. With packaging that looks like it came off the shelf of a candy 
store and flavors such as Strawberry Watermelon Bubblegum, Unicorn Milk, and 
Sour Patch Kids �����L�W�·�V���Q�R���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H���W�K�D�W����������of youth who vape say they use a flavored 
product.   
 
We also support providing a safe  harbor program by which persons under 
21 years of age may dispose of electronic cigarettes in their possession �����,�W�·�V��
important that we provide our youth with a way out wh en it comes to the use and 
possession of e-cigarettes and e -cigarette products. For this reason, we also suggest 
expanding the safe harbor program to accept other electronic smoking device products 
such as e-liquids . However, we are concerned about the collection proces s, 
would it be a collection bin? I f that is the case, we have been told in the past 
we cannot even have a collection bin for batteries at our schools, because 
they  are considered hazardous waste, thus we are wondering if it is even 
possible at our schools.  
 
We do not  support  the component of the bil l  requiring public school 
teachers to confiscate electronic smoking devices  because it does not solve 
the youth vaping epidemic  and it �G�R�H�V�Q�·�W need to be written into law as it is 
already a practice . These products are already contraband as set by the BOE 



and DOE and teachers are already confiscating  what they can when they c an, 
but this does not reduce the use of these products by students at all. The confiscation 
of these devices is extremely difficult because it  has to be visible before a teacher can 
attempt to confiscate it . Furthermore, if a teacher witnesses a student vaping but the 
student has hidden the device, the teacher is unable to confiscate it.  
 
We also do not  support increasing fines  for the purchase or possession of 
tobacco products and electronic smoking device s by persons under 21 years 
of age . Imposing higher fines on youth will not solve the vaping epidemic. 
Conversely, what will help solve the youth vaping epidemic is banning flavored 
tobacco, imposing a tax on electronic smoking products so that they are on  par with 
the taxation of traditional tobacco products, and using funds from taxation to support 
health education and prevention programs about the risks and dangers of the use of 
electronic smoking devices for youth.  
 
To ensure we reduce the youth vaping epidemic in the most effective and targeted 
way, we respectfully ask you to consider amending this bill to exclude the 
confiscation of these devices and the other punitive measures in this bill. 
The vaping industry is p reying on our students who are the victims, and our 
students should be protected . Therefore, HSTA asks you to pass this bill w/ 
our suggested amendments . 





March 10, 2020

TO: Chair Rosalyn H. Baker
Vice Chair Stanley Chang
Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection,
and Health

Chair Michelle N. Kidani
Vice Chair Donna Mercado Kim
Members of the Senate Committee on Education

FR: Cigar Association of America, Inc.
(William Goo)

RE: HB 2457 HD2 - Relating to the Youth Vaping Epidemic
Hearing Date:  March 11, 2020
Time:  9:00 am

My name is William Goo.  I represent the Cigar Association of America, Inc. (CAA).

CAA opposes HB 2457 HD2 to the extent that a ban on the sale of flavored tobacco
products includes cigars.  The primary focus of this bill is to address the youth vaping
epidemic in Hawaii.  Cigars are primarily the choice and custom of mature, responsible and
informed adults.  Cigars are not the tobacco product of choice of Hawaii’s youth.  Any ban
on flavored tobacco products should exclude cigars.

Thank you for considering this testimony.
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Wednesday, March 11, 2020 
State Capitol, Conference Room 229 
 
To: Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair                                     Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
       Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair                                     Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Vice Chair 
       Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health                    Committee on Education 
 
From:  Maile Ketelsen, Program Coordinator 

�<���‰�]�Z�}�o���v�]���^�u�}�l���(ree Families: Tobacco & Nicotine Cessation Program 
 
Re: Support of HB 2457, Relating to the Youth Vaping Epidemic 
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Children, supports HB 2457 relating to the youth vaping epidemic.  
 
���š���<���‰�]�Z�}�o���v�]���D�����]�����o�������v�š���Œ���(�}�Œ���t�}�u���v���˜�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�U���Á�����}�(�š���v���š�Œ�����š���‰�����]���š�Œ�]�� and adult patients who are adversely affected 
by tobacco products in multiple ways�U���Á�Z���š�Z���Œ���]�š�[�•�����������v�����Œ�����]���P�v�}�•�]�•�����(�š���Œ���Ç�����Œ�•���}�(���•�u�}�l�]�v�P���}�Œ�����•�š�Z�u�����]�v���������Z�]�o�� that has 
been exposed to secondhand smoke. Recently, we have seen an increasing number of teenagers and adolescents coming 
in who are screening positive for e-cigarette or vape use. 
 
Initiation of e-cigarette use is almost always associated with a flavored product. Studies have shown that flavored tobacco-
use is particularly enticing to youth. The e-cigarette and vape companies use attractive packaging and flavors that are very 
similar to candy products and sweets that are easily recognizable by children and teens. These flavors include common 
candies like cotton candy, sweet tart, blue raspberry, and even local Hawaii-inspired flavors like POG (passion orange 
guava), Hawaii Sweet Roll, ���v���� �W���o���[�•�� �W���‰���Ç���X��One of the biggest concerns with e-cigarettes is the lack of longitudinal 
studies on health and safety of these products. It took decades for the harmful side-effects of combustible cigarettes to 
become well-known, and we do not want our youth to be the ones to suffer from any potential health effects of e-
cigarettes or vape products. We cannot sit by as a generation of adolescents becomes addicted to nicotine because of 
these flavored products. 
 
In the best interest of our local youth, we would like to request your support of HB 2457 to ban flavored tobacco products.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure. 
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Aloha representatives. My name is Maile Ketelsen, I am the program coordinator and a tobacco treatment 
�•�‰�����]���o�]�•�š���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����š�}���������}�����v�����v�]���}�š�]�v���������•�•���š�]�}�v���‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�����š���<���‰�]�Z�}�o���v�]���D�����]�����o�������v�š���Œ���(�}�Œ���t�}�u���v���˜�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�X���/��
am here to testify in support of House Bill 2457 to ban flavored tobacco products. This is a crucial step in reversing 
the trend of an entire generation of kids and young adults getting addicted to nicotine due to lack of regulation 
on these flavored products. 
  
Working at the hospital, I see the effects of tobacco use throughout the life continuum. On any average day, I see 
your average �����µ�o�š���Á�Z�}���Á���v�š�•���š�}���‹�µ�]�š���•�u�}�l�]�v�P�U�����µ�š���]�š�[�•���}�v�o�Ç�����������µ�•�����š�Z���]�Œ���l�]�����]�•�������u�]�š�š���������������µ�•�����}�(�����v�����•�š�Z�u����
attack from secondhand smoke exposure, or their baby that is in the NICU due to smoke exposure in the womb. I 
see the smokers who want to quit smoking, but on�o�Ç�����������µ�•�����š�Z���Ç�[�À�����������v���Œ�������v�š�o�Ç�����]���P�v�}�•�������Á�]�š�Z���o�µ�v�P�������v�����Œ��
or irreversible COPD. I know what tobacco does to our people. Tobacco is the only product in our stores that when 
used as intended kills half of its users. Nicotine is made to keep its users addicted. When I ask my patients when 
they first began using tobcaco, anecdotally, �/�[�����•���Ç��95% of them began when they were under 16. And the industry 
only keeps getting better at targeting this demographic. Sure some adults may anecdotally say it has helped them 
to quit smoking, but research says otherwise, pointing to continued dual use rather than a full quit. And for the 
people that do successfully quit, at what cost? One study (Quantifying population-level health benefits and harms 
of e-cigarette use in the US) estimates that for every 1 US adult that quits smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 young 
people become future smokers. 
 
That is why we need to ban flavored tobacco that attracts our keiki and young adults. We need to choose to 
protect the people and our kids, not the tobacco industry. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of 
House Bill 2457. 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair & members, 
  
My name is Jostin we at Hi Lyfe Vaporz, LLC Strongly oppose HB 2457 HD2, With the 
recent false information in the media & CDC that has been spread negatively 
throughout the public, it definitely has already cause such a negative impact on our 
business & many across the USA. It would be vital that our government pass proper 
information about vaping rather than causing an immediate scare on the public. 
Thankfully after proper understanding vaping nicotine products is now known not to be 
the issue people were dying & getting sick from across the nation. It important for our 
government to understand how how all that mess in the media has affected many small 
businesses like our, we took over a 30% loss in sales now we are on the verge of 
closing one of our stores as well as cut many hours off of our employees schedule 
because we cant afford to keep them employed. It has created a lost of employment & a 
lost in revenue for small businesses, but has and will start to create more 
unemployment. Please reconsider & understand how Bill's like this affect not only 
business, employees but the public as well, we mustn't resort back to conventional 
cigarettes. 

As small business owner a bill of this magnitude can affect thousands of people in the 
state of Hawaii that has nothing short of a positive impact In their lives, health & 
especially the purpose of quitting combustible cigarettes. Our business has kept my wife 
& I employed for over 5 years & is now helping our son get a higher education. With 
Bill's like this it affects many families when the issue isnt what's being portrayed. As a 
small business owner my business Hi Lyfe Vaporz, LLC has had over 10 employees, a 
bill like this could impact our business as well as many across the state in such a 
negative manner, causing people to lose their jobs & homes they would be unable to 
provide for their families, not only that, many may end up going back to combustible 
cigarettes  which infact is already known to be a health factor throughout the world. The 
FDA has implemented stringent rules and regulation for the vape industry which all 
manufactures and retailers are suppose to comply with as well as stay up to date. 
One of the problems with youth vaping epidemic isn't  "Flavors" an issue is with 
enforcement to retailers of age restriction. By completely banning anything in this 
industry that has helped many adults will have a negative impact, taxes alone from the 



industry generates a good chunk of funding for our state. It's important to understand 
taking away vaping may greatly impact revenue to the state for health and research ect. 

Bill's like this simply goes against the positive impact vaping has made for all legal 
adults, who transitioned to a better alternative to combustible cigarettes. I humbly ask to 
think before passing such a bill. Myself ,my family as well as our employees and 
customer's will be greatly be affected negatively. I am a former smoker of 20 year's, I 
oppose HB2457 HD2, for the simple fact that this bill is unfair in the statement of 
Flavors is the reason of being the root cause of the teenage vaping epidemic is false, as 
a former smoker of traditional combustible cigarettes, vaping and its Flavors has helped 
myself, family members and friends of legal smoking and vaping age whether it be State 
age laws or federal to stay away from and stop smoking cigarettes, since I've quit 
smoking and started vaping having flavors to enjoy as a law abiding citizen while vaping 
should be a right that shouldn't be taken away from legal adults. As an adult we should 
have a choice to vape a flavor!!  The vaping epidemic in Hawaii and the USA of 
teenagers are because of certain devices like "Juul" and similar ones like it being easily 
accessible through gas stations, convenience stores ect, at least 90% of actual vape 
shops have taken part in sales to minors prior to laws being in place it started from 18 
years of age now in some states like here in Hawaii its 21, these vape shops, 
manufactures and companies who follow the rules will be getting punished for the fact 
that the reasons behind the epidemic isn't being directed toward. The product that most 
of the vaping community disagrees with due to the accessibility in gas stations & 
convenience stores is what most teens are using because places other than vape shops 
dont take it seriously when asking for ID. There should be more stings to help aid the 
root cause & not punishing responsible Vape shops and adults. By taking away 
something "flavors" vaping Eliquids ect that has made a huge impact by lessing the 
amount of Traditional tobacco cigarette use state and nation wide, will greatly impact 
citizens to go back to combustible cigarettes which is definitely more toxic due to the 
fact my own Doctor has told me since I quit smoking cigarettes my health is much better 
in comparison.  

Attachment "A1" is a letter from The FDA Commissioner, Scott Gottlieb. It states that 
the use of electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS) has contributed to a decline of 
combustible tobacco, which is known to cause cancer. It also clearly states that it 
intends on limiting flavored cigarettes to age restricted stores, or areas.  Also please 
take a look at Senator Richard Burr in his explanation of what his thought are on this 
matter here is the link 
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4777366/senator-burr-floor-speech-fda-ban-menthol-
cigarettes&fbclid=IwAR2tx2xiS590W_qe6WHKH6gq-
zoelg8tkh57g3f9V61aOjxwX3HfPRq68yM 
Mahalo Nui Loa for your your time  
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Senate Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health Committee 

 
Chairwoman Baker and members of the committee, 
 
�D�Ç���v���u�����]�•�����v�š�Z�}�v�Ç���>���u�}�Œ���v���U�����v�����/�����u�������(�}�Œ�u���Œ���,���Á���]�[�]���Œ���•�]�����v�š�����v��������government affairs associate 
for the R Street Institute, a nonprofit, nonpartisan public policy research organization. Our mission is to 
engage in policy research and outreach to promote free markets and limited, effective government in 
�u���v�Ç�����Œ�����•�U���]�v���o�µ���]�v�P���š�}���������}���Z���Œ�u���Œ�����µ���š�]�}�v�U�����v�����š�Z���š�[�•���Á�Z�Ç���,�����î�ð�ñ�ó���]�•���}�(���•�‰�����]���o���]�v�š���Œ���•�š���š�}���µ�•�X 
 
Here at the R Street Institute, we have long supported raising the legal age to buy tobacco products to 
�î�í�U�����v�(�}�Œ���]�v�P���o���Á�•���š�}���l�����‰���•�µ���Z���‰�Œ�}���µ���š�•���}�µ�š���}�(���u�]�v�}�Œ�•�[���Z���v���•�����v�������v���}�µ�Œ���P�]�v�P�������µ�o�š�•���š�}���v���À���Œ���•�u�}�l���X��
Though I believe the sponsors of this bill have the best intentions and share our goal to promote public 
health, this bill will undoubtedly lead to negative consequences. And as someone who worked on state 
�‰�}�o�]���Ç���]�v���,���Á���]�[�], this issue is personal to me. 
 
An outright ban on flavors of e-cigarettes will discourage an untold number of adult smokers from 
quitting combustible cigarettes. Studies have found that adults enjoy flavors such as mint and mango, 
and banning them may keep smokers from switching to less harmful alternatives like e-cigarettes.1  
 
While not completely safe, e-cigarettes are definitely less harmful than their combustible counterparts.2 
Public Health England has stated that they are at least 95 percent safer, a conclusion supported by the 
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine.3 The reason vaping presents a reduced risk 
�]�•�����������µ�•�����]�š�����}���•�v�[�š�����u�‰�o�}�Ç���š�Z�����š�Œ�����]�š�]�}�v���o�����]�P���Œ���š�š����combustion process that releases around 7,000 
chemicals�v some of which are highly carcinogenic.  

 
1 ���X���Z�µ�•�•���o�o�����š�����o�X�U���^���Z���v�P�]�v�P���‰���š�š���Œ�v�•���}�(���(�]�Œ�•�š����-cigarette flavor used and current flavors used by 20,836 adult frequent e-
���]�P���Œ���š�š�����µ�•���Œ�•���]�v���š�Z�����h�^���X�_��Harm Reduction Journal J 15, 33, 2018. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12954-018-0238-6. 
2 �<���š�Z�o�����v���^�������o�]�µ�•�U���^�d�Z�����,�����o�š�Z�����}�v�•���‹�µ���v�����•���}�(���^�u�}�l�]�v�P�v �ñ�ì���z�����Œ�•���}�(���W�Œ�}�P�Œ���•�•�W�������Z���‰�}�Œ�š���}�(���š�Z�����^�µ�Œ�P���}�v���'���v���Œ���o�U�_���h�X�^�X��
Office of the Surgeon General, 2014. 
3 ���v�v���D���E���]�o�o�����š�����o�X�U���^���À�]�����v�������Œ���À�]���Á���}�(����-cigarettes and heate�����š�}���������}���‰�Œ�}���µ���š�•���î�ì�í�ô�U�_���W�µ���o�]�����,�����o�š�Z�����v�P�o���v���U���î�ì�í�ô�X��
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/e-cigarettes-and-heated-tobacco-products-evidence-review/evidence-
review-of-e-cigarettes-and-heated-tobacco-products-2018-executive-summary. 
�^�d�Z�����W�µ���o�]�����,�����o�š�Z�����}�v�•���‹�µ���v�����•���}�(����-���]�P���Œ���š�š���•�U�_���E���š�]�}�v���o�������������u�]���•���}�(���^��ience, Engineering and Medicine, January 
2018. http://nationalacademies.org/hmd/reports/2018/public-health-consequences-of-e-cigarettes.aspx. 



 
  
 

 

 
E-cigarettes have quickly become the number one quit tool in the United States, allowing an untold 
number of Americans finally ditch cigarettes.4 A study in the United Kingdom has shown that vaping 
products have helped tens of thousands of their citizens quit smoking.5 The importance of this health 
issue cannot be understated. The significance of combustible cigarette use should not be forgotten in 
this conversation, because about 1,400 �,���Á���]�[�]an adults perish every year from smoking combustible 
cigarettes.6 
 
Furthermore, evidence does not support the narrative that e-cigarettes serve as a gateway to 
combustible cigarette use. In fact, there have generally been sharp declines in youth and adult smoking 
where vaping has seen an increase.7 
 
Finally, by banning flavors, the Legislature would only aid the creation of an unregulated, underground 
market for e-cigarette flavors, which could have disastrous consequences. Indeed, the outbreak of the 
vaping illness in 2019 was tied to black market sales of THC-containing vaping devices, and it resulted in 
numerous deaths. While these illnesses were not linked to nicotine-containing e-cigarettes, there is no 
reason to think that black market e-cigarettes could not be adulterated. 
 
�d�Z�����,���Á���]�[�]���>���P�]�•�o���š�µ�Œ�����•�Z�}�µ�o���v�[�š�����Œ�����š���������Œ�Œ�]���Œ�•���š�}���o���•�•���Z���Œ�u�(�µ�o�������µ�o�š�������Z���À�]�}�Œ���}�Œ�����v���}�µ�Œ���P�����š�Z�� 
creation of dangerous black markets. Rather, we should work together to find solutions that work to 
improve public health, save lives and keep tobacco products out of our k���]�l�]�[�•���Z���v���•�X�� 
 
Mahalo. 
 
Anthony Lamorena 
Government Affairs Associate 
R Street Institute 
(202) 525-5717 
alamorena@rstreet.org 
 
 
 

 
4 Zhu Shu-�,�}�v�P�U�����š�����o�X�U���^��-cigarette use and associated changes in population smoking cessation: evidence from US 
���µ�Œ�Œ���v�š���‰�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v���•�µ�Œ�À���Ç�•�U�_�����D�:�U���î�ì�í�ó�X��https://www.bmj.com/content/358/bmj.j3262. 
5 �^���Àidence review of e-���]�P���Œ���š�š���•�����v�����Z�����š�������š�}���������}���‰�Œ�}���µ���š�•���î�ì�í�ô�U�_���W�µ���o�]�����,�����o�š�Z�����v�P�o���v���U���î�ì�í�ô�X��
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/e-cigarettes-and-heated-tobacco-products-evidence-review/evidence-
review-of-e-cigarettes-and-heated-tobacco-products-2018-executive-summary. 
6 �^�,���Á���]�],�_���d�}���������}���&�Œ�������<�]���•���î�ì�î�ì�U https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/hawaii 
7 ���d���>���À�Ç�U�����š�����o�X���^���Æ���u�]�v�]�v�P���š�Z�����Œ���o���š�]�}�v�•�Z�]�‰���}�(���À���‰�]�v�P���š�}���•�u�}�l�]�v�P���]�v�]�š�]���š�]�}�v�����u�}�v�P���h�^���Ç�}�µ�š�Z�����v�����Ç�}�µ�v�P�������µ�o�š�•�W�������Œ�����o�]�š�Ç��
���Z�����l�X�_��Tob Control, November, 2019. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/m/pubmed/30459182/. 
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Comments:  

I deeply oppose this bill because flavored ejuice product have saved my life and i have 
quit cigarettes for 6 years now and banning this Will probably either make me go back 
on cigarettes or i would have to start buying from other states online. With all due 
respect please oppose this bill. Prohibition never work then will create underground 
market wich is untaxed and unregulated. 
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Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 
Committee on Education 

 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Date:    March 11, 2020 
Where:  Conference Room 229 

  
RE: SUPPORT FOR HB2457 HD2, RELATING  TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC !

 
Chairs Baker and Kidani, Vice Chairs Chang and Kim and members Nishihara, Ruderman, Thielen, Wakai, Dela 
Cruz, Kanuha and Fevella. 
 
The listed organizations are in support of HB2457 HD2 which bans the sale of flavored tobacco products and 
prohibits mislabeling, sale, or marketing as Ònicotine-freeÓ any e-liquid product that contains nicotine.  
 
Electronic cigarette use in HawaiÔi, particularly among youth, has increased rapidly in recent years. These 
products have been shown to have severe health risks, including death. The HawaiÔi State Department of Health 
has noted that flavored e-liquids may appeal directly to children and teenagers.  
 
According to the HawaiÔi State Department of Health, approximately 45 percent of high school students and 26 
percent of middle schoolers across HawaiÔi have tried e-cigarettes.  A 2018 study from the Centers for Disease 
Control identified Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander (NHPI) middle and high schoolers as having the highest 
rate of tobacco use of any race or ethnicity nationwide. E-cigarettes, which often use flavored e-liquids, were the 
product most commonly used by NHPI students.  
 
Tobacco industry documents indicate that the companies intentionally marketed flavors, especially menthol, to 
youth and other vulnerable groups. A 2013 report by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration found that menthol 
cigarettes led to increased smoking initiation among youth and young adults, greater addiction, and decreased 
success in quitting smoking. The 2008 HawaiÔi Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance System Survey found that 78 
percent of NHPI smokers use menthol cigarettes. 
 
In recognition of the growing risks flavored tobacco products pose on Hawai!iÕs people, especially our keiki, we 
urge legislature to take immediate action to address this issue. 
 
!A!ohe hana nui ke alu !ia. No task is too large when we all work together!  
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